AP Capstone™: A Skills-Based Program
for College Readiness

Some of the 100+ colleges and universities that have endorsed
AP Capstone for its rigorous interdisciplinary curricula
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AP Capstone courses are taught in 357 schools
across 39 states and 25 countries worldwide
 136 inaugural schools
launched the program in fall
2014
 221 additional schools joined
AP Capstone in fall 2015
 312 additional schools are
expected to join the AP
Capstone program in 2016-17
• 13% of schools are from outside
the US

• 85% of schools are U.S. public
schools
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The AP Capstone Courses

AP Seminar: Core Skill Areas
Students practice, refine, and master the skills critical for academic success
Critical Thinking & Reasoning
Analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating perspectives.
• comparing and/or contrasting
• identifying patterns and trends
• explaining relationships (comparative, causal,
correlational)

Argumentation
Making a claim and developing a line of reasoning
supported by evidence.
• thesis development
• selecting evidence and attributing its use
• considering other perspectives
• drawing a conclusion

Critical Reading
Discovering ideas and information in a text.
• contextualizing
• questioning assumptions
• identifying bias and implications
• making inferences and connections

Communicating Publically
Conveying a clear message that engages and appeals to a
specific audience.
• eye contact
• vocal variety (tempo, inflection)
• movement
• appropriate visuals

Inquiry & Research
Discovering new understandings or ideas.
• identifying a problem or issue
• determining the best strategy to address the
problem or issue
• gathering evidence
• drawing and supporting a conclusion

Collaboration
Working with others to accomplish a shared task or goal
or solve a problem.
• individual role and contribution
• consensus building
• conflict resolution
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AP Seminar Assessments
Students’ attainment of skills are assessed using two through course performance
tasks and an End-of Course Exam

Assessment Task (Scoring Method)

Weight

Team Project and Presentation
•
•
•

25%

Individual Research and Reflection (Teacher-scored; College Board validated)
Written Team Report (Teacher-scored; College Board validated)
Team Multimedia Presentation and Defense (Teacher-scored)

Individual Research-Based Essay and Presentation
•
•
•

Individual Written Argument (Teacher-scored; College Board validated)
Individual Multimedia Presentation (Teacher-scored)
Oral Defense (Teacher-scored)

End-of-Course Exam (College Board scored)
•
•
•

35%

Analyze an argument
Compare the effectiveness of two arguments
Construct an evidence-based argument
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40%

AP Research
AP Research builds upon the skills acquired in AP Seminar and allows students to:

 Design, plan and conduct a year-long research-based investigation on a topic of
individual interest in any discipline
 Demonstrate the ability to apply scholarly understanding to real-world problems and
issues
 Learn and apply research methodologies and employing ethical research practices
 Access, analyze, and synthesize information to build, present, and defend an argument

Assessment Task (Scoring Method)
Academic Paper (Teacher-scored; College Board validated)

Weight
75%

(4,000 - 5,000 words)

Presentation; 15-20 mins. (Teacher-scored)
(Optional performance/exhibit shown prior to presentation)

and

Oral Defense of Research and Presentation
(3-4 questions from a panel of three evaluators, one of whom is the AP Research
teacher)
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AP Seminar is a prerequisite
to AP Research.

25%

AP Research: Core Skill Areas
Students practice, refine, and master the skills critical for academic success
Identifying and Refining Research Questions

Seeking and Synthesizing Background Information

Narrowing a scope of interest into a research question to serve as
the foundation of a long-term investigation or inquiry.

Becoming familiar with and synthesizing what others have
discovered about the topic so that the scholar can verify the
existence of a problem or gap in the knowledge base to form the
basis of a long-term investigation.

Aligning Study Design

Analyzing and Evaluating Findings

Identifying an aligned, feasible research or inquiry design to
accomplish the purpose of the research question and/or project
goal while taking into consideration time constraints, availability
of resources, participant accessibility, and paperwork due to ethics
guidelines.

Interpreting the significance of the findings, results, or product and
exploring connections
to the original research question and project goal.

Engaging with Discipline-Specific Consultants

Peer Review

Communicating with experts in the discipline or field of study to
obtain guidance and feedback on one’s research question, study
purpose, interpretation of findings, or extended piece of scholarly
work.

Providing and receiving timely, constructive feedback according to
a set of guidelines in order to improve one’s critical eye and
scholarly work

Showcasing Scholarly Work

Defending Inquiry Outcomes

Conveying a clear message in a way that engages and appeals to a
specific audience.

Demonstrating the significance of one’s research by
explaining the research process, findings, conclusions, and
reflections to those in attendance.

Reflecting

Strengthening Self- Directedness and Time Management

Making learning goals, assessing one’s achievement toward such
goals, and identifying both challenges that hindered and effective
strategies that helped one achieve the goals.

Personally identifying tasks, setting deadlines, and holding oneself
accountable to achieve a learning goal or create a scholarly
product.
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Year 1 Exam Results – AP
Exam Score

# of Scores

Percentage

5

261

4.9

4

620

11.7

3

3,082

58.3

2

1,141

21.6

1

184

3.5

# of Students

5,288

3 or Higher

3,963

Mean Score

74.9
2.93
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Our lessons learned…
Implications for high school – and beyond

 Administration has gathered data that shows a
strong positive correlation for exam scores
• PSAT to SAT scores increased over parallel
students not in Capstone
• AP Language and Composition scores benefitted
– parallel students in Capstone scored higher on
AP Lang exam
 College Admissions
• Student-reported responses (athletes, honors
colleges, wait lists)
• College writing submissions – Capstone pieces
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