
Strategies for Teaching 

an Increasingly Diverse 

AP Student Population 



Objectives/Goal of this 

Collaboration…. 
 

• To reflect on the level of challenge in our AP 

classroom 

• To identify effective strategies for teaching a 

diverse AP student population 
 

 To promote academic excellence for all 

students within the classroom through abstract 

thinking and an engaging curriculum 



Meet your table group 

 Please introduce yourself to your table 

group and share one big win you had last 

year related to a student in your AP course 





Warm-Up Activity  

Paint the Picture  
Provide a visual representation that reveals your  

thinking and answers to the given question 

 



What does a challenging classroom 

look like, sound like, feel like? 



Question for Reflection and 

Table Discussion 

 What are the characteristics of the classes 

that students love even though they are 

challenging/demanding? 



Access to Advanced Placement 
     

New research shows the benefits of AP for all students. 

 



What are some teacher behaviors and 

instructional strategies that enable teachers to 

build a stronger teaching/learning relationship 

with their culturally or socio-economically 

diverse students 

 

Please discuss as a table group, write your 

ideas down on your chart paper, and then 

post to the wall 

Let’s Brainstorm: 



Let’s take a walk…. 

 Starting at the poster to the right of your 

group’s poster, read what the next poster 

says 

 Continue around the room until you have 

read each group’s poster 

 Use your sticky notes to…. 



process what you read… 

Triangle –  Three things you learned from the ideas on the 

posters 

 

Square – One thing you have “squared” away 

 

Circle – A question still circling in your mind 



 Appreciate and accommodate the similarities 

and differences among the students' cultures 

and life experiences.  

 Focus on the ways students learn and observe 

students to identify their task orientations.  

 Use a variety of instructional strategies and 

learning activities 

 Provide rationales and context  

 

Build relationships with students. 
 





More ideas to celebrate AP students… 

 Graduation honor cords (AP) 

 Behavior you want repeated must be rewarded 

 Student level incentives and/or prizes  

 Ceremonies and recognition events 

 Parent awareness events 

 AP club 

 Student led recruitment efforts 

 

 Can you think of any ideas to promote a culture 
of excellence and momentum for your program? 

 

 

 



Take  

Baby  

Steps…  
 


