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Session Goals 

Share results that highlight what North 
Carolina educators and students have 
accomplished in year one of the Partnership 

Set the stage for our time together today and 
tomorrow 

üIdentify and dismantle obstacles that prevent 
all students from realizing their full potential 
that leads to better job opportunities and a 
stronger workforce across the state 

  



Advanced Placement by the Numbers 

3 

ü36 Courses 

 

ü2.5 million 

students 

 

ü4.5 million exams 

 

ü20.4 million 

constructed 

responses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ü13,500 readers 

 

ü4 locations 

 

ü7 sessions 

 

ü2.5 weeks 
 



Highlights in NC Public School AP Data 

North Carolina saw growth in all three major categories of 
AP Participation and Performance: 

  18.7 % increase of exam takers  over last year (67,678 students) 

  19.1 % increase of exams taken over last year (125,547 exams) 

 9.0 % increase of examinees that attained 3+ score over last year (63,837 exams) 
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NC AP Partnership 

The mission of the Partnership between The College Board and 
the state of North Carolina is to prepare, inspire, and connect 
students to postsecondary success and opportunity, with a 
particular focus on minority students and students who are 
underrepresented in postsecondary education. 
 

    έLǘ is the intent of the State of North Carolina to enhance accessibility and encourage students to enroll        in 
and successfully complete more rigorous advanced courses to enable success in postsecondary education for all 
students. The North Carolina State Board of Education shall seek a partner to form the North Carolina Advanced 
Placement Partnership, hereinafter referred to as Partnership, to assist in improving college readiness of 
secondary students and to assist secondary schools to ensure that students have access to high-quality, rigorous 
academics with a focus on access to Advanced Placement courses (G.S. 115C-83.4A).έ  

 

 



Highlights in NC Public School AP Data 

 Racial participation and performance 
gains continue to be strong 
 

  



Underrepresented Minority Students 

 21.3% of public schools AP Exam takers 
were underrepresented minority 
students, compared to 20.5% in 2014 and 
16.6% in 2011. 

 



  2015 Top Ten AP Exams in North Carolina 
Public Schools 

 
 

AP Exam 
Number of 

Exams 
(NC Public 
Schools) 

Percentage of 
Graduates with 

Scores of 3+ 
(NC Public 
Schools) 

Number of 
Exams 
(US) 

 

Percentage of 
Graduates with 

Scores of 3+ 
(US) 

1 US History 16,958 44% 411,938 48.7% 

2 English Language & Composition 14,237 51% 470,016 53.1% 

3 Psychology 13,613 55% 246,786 65.4% 

4 Environmental Science 11,547 46% 124,296 45.8% 

5 English Literature & Composition 11,162 49% 343,666 53.2% 

6 Statistics 8,332 49% 168,997 56.3% 

7 Calculus AB 6,853 43% 248,243 55.5% 

8 Human Geography 5,886 61% 150,899 52.9% 

9 US Government and Politics 5,812 44% 251,396 46.9% 

10 Biology 5,520 60% 190,357 62.4% 



US History
English
Lang

Psychology
Env.

Science
English Lit Statistics

2013 11,754 11,666 9,778 8,430 8,670 5,876

2014 12,145 12,602 11,839 9,755 9,314 7,023

2015 16,958 14,237 13,613 11,547 11,162 8,332
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AP Exam Growth: NC Public Schools 

AP Course Growth:  
AP Exams Taken by NC Public School Students 



Biology
Calculus

AB
Calculus

BC
Chemistry

Env
Science

Statistics

2013 4,854 5,849 3,325 2,467 8,430 5,876

2014 5,122 6,216 3,309 2,836 9,755 7,023

2015 5,520 6,853 3,824 3,096 11,547 8,332
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AP Exam Growth ς STEM: NC Public Schools 

AP Course Growth ς STEM:  
AP Exams Taken by NC Public School Students 



AP Exam Performance 

53.9% of public school AP Exam takers scored 3 or 
higher on at least one AP Exam in May 2015 

           28.1% of African American examinees scored 3 
or higher. 

            45.5% of Hispanic examinees scored 3 or 
higher. 

            30.7% of Native American examinees          
scored 3 or higher. 

Represents 36,504 public school students, 
compared to 33,307 in 2014 and 27,093 in 2011. 

 



NCAPP Target District Results 

The number of students taking AP exams in the 23 
targeted NCAPP districts increased 17% over last 
year, from 3,439 students in 2014 to 4,030 students 
in 2015.  

The number of AP exams taken by students in the 23 
targeted NCAPP districts increased 20.7% over last 
year, from 5,409 exams in 2014 to 6,533 exams in 
2015.  

The number of AP exams receiving a score of 3, 4, or 
5 taken by students in the 23 targeted NCAPP 
districts increased 12.1% over last year, from 1,730 
exams in 2014 to 1,939 exams in 2015. 



NC Public Schools: AP Participation & Performance ς  
10 Year Trend 
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We have seen tremendous growth of AP 
participation this year, and the 10 yr 
trend is strong for participation.        
What else do you notice about the data? 

 

Based on what you see, what do you 
think should be areas of focus for us as a 
state moving forward? 

 

 

Participation & Performance in AP: 
What does the 10-yr time lapse show? 



NC Public Schools: AP Participation & Performance ς  
10 Year Trend 
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AP® Computer Science Principles 

collegeboard.org/APCSP 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

New course 
launching in 
fall 2016 

Emphasis on 
broadening 
participation in 
computer 
science, 
particularly 
among women 
and 
underrepresen
ted students 

Unique focus 
on creative 
problem 
solving and 
real-world 
applications 

Professional 
development 
will be 
available for 
new and 
experienced CS 
teachers 

Of the more than 9 million STEM jobs available in 

the next decade, half will 

require computing experience. 



 

 

Two exciting new partnerships that 

will allow the College Board to 

strengthen its commitment to 

expanding access to STEM 

education and career readiness:  

Project Lead the Way and code.org 

AP STEM Partnerships 



AP® with WE.org Service 

Why service-learning? 2016-17 Pilot AP Subjects: 

Seven guiding principles informed the 
development of AP with WE.org Service 
program. 

Would you like to incorporate a service-learning module into your curriculum? 

To learn more visit: collegeboard.org/APWE 

What is service-learning? 

Κ Experiential 

Κ Broader discussions 

Κ Tools and Resources 

Κ Empower 

Κ Higher ed 

Κ Computer Science A 

Κ Environmental Science 

Κ European History 

Κ Human Geography 

Κ Spanish Language and Culture 

Κ Studio Art: 2D Design 

 

Κ Local/global 

Κ Youth-led 

Κ Driven by group work 

Κ Teacher supported and mentored 

Κ Productive of observable impacts 

Κ Cause-inclusive 

Κ Nonpartisan 
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WŜŦŦΩǎ tŀǘƘ ǘƻ 
SAT Success 

Personalized Learning 
Roadmap 

Official SAT 
Practice Tests  

With Scoring for 
Paper & Pencil 

Powered By Schools, Educators, 
Community Groups 


